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SEAN 
FENN

Seven Russell Group 
universities each paid 

their vice chancellors over 
£400,000 last year. 

The University of 
Southampton paid their 
outgoing and incoming 
vice-chancellor a combined 
total of £697,000. 

Students are questioning 

STORM DORIS SWEEPS THE SOUTH COAST 

REBECCA 
EDWARDS

whether their university 
fees are being used to 
benefit their education or 
just increase the wages of 
the already high earners. 

Russell Thorne a final 
year student at Solent said: 
“University tuition fees 
are on the rise, making it 
a harder decision to go to 
university and putting more 
students off going. It’s sad 
to see that our money goes 
into a pay raise for senior 

management instead of 
benefitting the education 
system.”

University and College 
Union, revealed that 24 
British universities had 
increased their vice-
chancellors pay by 10 per 
cent or more in 2015-16. 

Professor Graham 
Baldwin took up the 
position of Vice-Chancellor 
at Southampton Solent 
University in August 2014. 

His salary is £213,500 
with a performance pay of 
£10,500 and £35,187 paid 
into his pension, leaving 
him with a total of £259,261. 

Although this is an above 
average wage, this is a 
considerable difference 
from the wages paid to a 
Russell Group University. 

At British universities, 
wage increases have 
coincided with cutbacks.

Amiee Dodd, a student at 

VICE-CHANCELLOR WAGE INCREASES

Hampshire was sent into 
travel chaos yesterday 

as Storm Doris  hit the 
area.

Doris reached blustering 
wind speeds of up to 
60mph and caused a 
frenzy amongst the city’s 
transport services. 

The biggest disruption 
for Hampshire residents 
came on the train lines, 
when a tree fell on the 
track between Eastleigh 
and Winchester, blocking 
all routes to London. 

This caused a large 
amount of commotion for 
Southwest trains in the 
early morning, although 
services were back up 
and running by the early 
afternoon.

Hospital which proved 
problematic. 

Life for pedestrians was 
made particularly difficult, 
made apparent by the 
surprising emptiness of 
West Quay shopping 
centre and the high street. 

The streets were 
noticeably quiet as the 
public chose to stay at 

home rather than battle the 
elements.

One local resident, - 
ironically named Doris - 
claimed that the weather 
was not safe for people to 
be outside:

“Walking around town 
has been near impossible, 
you can barely stand up,” 
she said.

PAEDOPHILE HUNTER VIDEO GOES VIRAL

A  S o u t h a m p t o n 
paedophile hunter, 

who posted videos of 
himself confronting alleged 
child sexual offenders, has 
been warned not to share 
his content online.

Instead, City Council 
members have advised 
the unidentified man and 
his partner to hand over 
any information they 
gather to the police, rather 
than posting the videos on 
the internet.

The warning comes 
after the self-proclaimed 
paedophile hunter shared 
a video of himself, 
confronting an alleged 
offender outside a school 

      BLISS 
MCFARLANE

HATE CRIME IN HAMPSHIRE
Hate crimes in 

Hampshire have 
reached an all-time high, 
new figures show. 

Research from the 
Press Association shows 
a 33 per cent increase 
in reports between July 
and September when 
compared to the previous 
quarter.

A hate crime is defined as 
any crime that is targeted 
at a person because of 
hostility or prejudice.

Out of the 44 police forces 
in the UK, Hampshire had 
the seventh highest hate 
crime figures with 463 
incidents reported during 
this time.

These figures come after 
the criminal justice system 

LIANE 
CASTLE

has been criticised in recent 
weeks for being in crisis.

Bernard Wiseman, a 
Criminologist from Solent 
University said although 
the numbers are high, 
overall crime across the UK 
is actually falling.

“Over the last 15 years, 
the headline crime rate 
has been coming down 
consistently but the 
counting system has also 
changed. Crime rates have 

fallen but it doesn’t feel like 
that because there are also 
dark figures of crime which 
are harder to record, such 
as cybercrime, because 
sometimes you don’t 
always notice it has even 
occurred.”

The number of people 
committing crimes has 
fallen by 5% compared to 
the previous year reaching 
the lowest figure since 
1981.

Although the figures are 
declining, the criminal 
justice system is currently 
undergoing major reforms 
to make British prisons 
safer.  

The Justice Secretary 
Elizabeth Truss said in her 
statement yesterday the 
criminal Justice System 
will see its ‘biggest reform 
in a generation.’

She added: “These 
are long-standing issues 
that will not be resolved 
in weeks or months but 
our wholescale reforms 
will lay the groundwork 
to transform our prisons, 
reduce reoffending and 
make our communities 
safer.”

Improvements in 
technology are part of the 
reason for reduced figures 
with more people installing 
better security systems.
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It was not only trains that 
were affected by fallen 
trees, as roads saw a lot of 
trouble as well. 

Winchester Road in 
Southampton fell victim 
to another fallen tree 
as both sides of the 
road were blocked near 
Bassett Avenue, close 
to Southampton General 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Barclays has reported a 
huge rise in pre-tax profit 
to just over £3 billion for 
2016, from £1.1 billion in 
2015. Owner of Barclays, 
Mr Staley, has been selling 
off businesses in Asia and 
Africa to focus on UK and 
US branches.

in Millbrook. The video 
attracted over 10 million 
views in 10 days.

Using the name TRAP, 
the Southampton man and 
another mystery vigilante, 
pose as underage 
children in order to attract 
suspected paedophiles.

The men, posing as 
children, exchange 
messages with their 
suspects via the internet, 
before arranging to meet.

At the meetings, the 
pair confront the alleged 
paedophile and film it 
on a mobile, which they 
later upload to their 
Facebook page. During 
the meetings, the hunter 
informs the suspects, that 
the police have already 
been informed.

So far the anonymous 
pair have uploaded a 

number of videos naming 
and shaming three alleged 
child sexual offenders 
attempting to meet with 
underage child. One of the 
videos has been viewed 
more than four million 
times.

Writing on the page 
last week, the hunter 
said, “I would like to 
thank everyone, we are 

overwhelmed with the 
support from you all. The 
further this page goes the 
safer our children become 
from these predators.”

Although the anonymous 
hunter receives criticism for 
his actions from the police 
and council, his Facebook 
page has now received 
more than 115,000 likes.

NASA DISCOVERS NEW SOLAR SYSTEM 
A report has revealed 

that the average 
cost of a care home in 
Hampshire costs up to 
£801.71 a week, despite 
its overall care quality 
ranked to be one of the 
lowest in the UK.

The study, published by 
Trusted Care, uncovered 
that the county’s care 
homes are the ninth most 
expensive in the country, 
while the Isle of Wight 
amounts an average of 
£682.70 a week.

According to the Care 
Quality Commissions 
inspection and rating 
of care services, 
Hampshire’s care home 
quality is rated 32nd out of 
the 47 inspected county’s, 
with the Isle of Wight 
coming out last.

The research also shows 
that the care in South 
East and North West 
counties is more likely to 
be of poor quality, while 
cost continues to bare 
little relation to care home 
quality.  

The quality of residential, 
nursing and home care 
in England slumped by 

almost 10 per cent in 2016. 
While care home prices 
jumped by an average of 
nearly a quarter. 

Mark Walford, CEO 
of TrustedCare.co.uk 
commented: “The data 
shows that there isn’t a 
strong correlation between 
areas of affluence and 
local care quality as one 

might expect, despite 
a strong link to price of 
care. Instead, factors 
such as local employment 
markets, local authority 
commissioning rates and 
the level of co-operation 
between local NHS and 
social care teams are sure 
to play into the mix.”

ANI
DRY

   ALICJA 
KUKULA

BARCLAYS 
PROFIT BOOM

FUNDING FOR 
THE HOMELESS 

Southampton’s City 
Council will receive 
£400,000 to help out the 
homeless. Various types of 
support will be available as 
a result of the money that’s 
due to come in over the next 
two years. Accommodation 
and crisis intervention are 
just two of the services that 
will be offered.

WORLD WAR 
TWO BOMB
Another World War Two 

bomb has been found in 
Portsmouth Harbour. The 
bomb contained 131 kg of 
high explosives, meaning 
residents of the area are 
being adivsed to stay 
indoors away from open 
windows and outer walls.

CONGESTION 
CRACK DOWN

A huge  sum of 
government cash will be 
put into a new project to 
help ease congestion on 
the roads of Southampton. 
£90,000 will be granted 
from the Department for 
Transport.

MINIMISED 
MIGRATION 

Net migration to the UK 
has dropped to 273,000 
in the past year which 
is down almost 50,000 
from the previous year. 
However, it is short of the 
government’s target figure 
for net migration to be 
under 100,000.

CREDIT:SEAN LEWERY: More bikes, less pollution

“I’ve avoided walking by 
the boats because if I do, 
I think I might be blown in.”

The storm did disrupt the 
docks, with Red Funnel’s 
services from Southampton 
to West Cowes suspended 
for the majority of the day. 

The weather is expected 
to improve over the coming 
days.

Solent thinks it’s unfair that 
students will suffer from 
cutbacks. She said: “The 
university talked about 
cutbacks after Brexit so 
why have wages of our Vice 
Chancellor increased?”   

CARE HOME FEES RIVAL PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Scientists at NASA 
have discovered 

three new planets, that 
could potentially host 
life. Astronomers have 

detected seven Earth-sized 
worlds orbiting a dwarf star 
in the system. Three of the 
new planets are said to be 
promising because they 
could sustain oceans. The 
recent discovery could be 
scientists greatest chance 
yet at finding life in space. 

Using a robotic telescope 
operated by Liverpool John 
Moores University, Nasa 
has discovered seven 
planets which are similar 
in size to Earth, rocky and 
potentially have oceans.

Six of the planets 
discovered, lie in the 

habitable zone of a cool 
dwarf star known as 
TRAPPIST-1. 

Scientists believe these 
six planets could inhabit 
human life, as the planets 
have a surface temperature 
ranging from 0-100 degrees 
celsius.

      BLISS 
MCFARLANE

WINDSWEPT SOUTHAMPTON PEDESTRIANS

PATIENT IN A CARE HOME

MAN TYPING

POLICE OFFICERS 
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BETH 
FARRAR

Valentine’s Day
weekend saw the 

return of the 50 Shades 
of Grey franchise with the 
release of the second film 
in the trilogy. But does 50 
Shades advocate abuse? 
What is the difference 
between a healthy and 
abusive relationship? Beth 
Farrar investigates the 
controversy surrounding 
the massively popular 
franchise…
    Originally Twilight 
Fanfiction, the story of Fifty 
Shades of Grey follows 
nerdy and shy Anastasia 
Steele who falls in love 
with brooding, controlling, 
billionaire, Christian Grey. 
Unless you’ve been living 
under a rock, everyone 
knows that the biggest sell 
is the BDSM sex scenes 
but that’s not the part that 
has been angering some 
people. 
    Protesters attended 
the British premiere for 
the film, Fifty Shades 
Darker, with signs that 
were painted with slogans 
such as; ‘50 SHADES 
GROOMS WOMEN FOR 
ABUSE’. The group, 
‘50 Shades Is Domestic 
Abuse’, told The Sun that 
the franchise ‘glamorises 
and normalises’ domestic 
abuse.
    But is the relationship 
between Christian and 
Anastasia abusive? Some 
extracts pulled from the 

books do show Ana being 
afraid of physical abuse:
‘What do I say? Because 
I think I love you, and 
you just see me as a toy. 
Because I can’t touch you, 
because I’m too frightened 
to show you any affection 
in case you flinch or tell 
me off or worse – beat 
me? What can I say?”
 ‘“You scare me when 
you’re angry,’ I breathe, 
staring at him.”
‘“Please don’t hit me,’ I 
whisper, pleading…”
‘I don’t want him to 
beat me, is that so 
unreasonable?’
‘He’d probably like to beat 
seven shades of s**t out 
of me. The thought is 
depressing.’

Emily Houghton, head 
of Southampton Solent’s 
Feminist Society, thinks 
this can be harmful 
to young women who 
consider Christian Grey’s 
behaviour to be healthy.
    “He’s white, rich, 
powerful, and attractive. 
On top of this, his abuse is 
romanticised – it’s almost 
as if the books and films 
are trying to tell us that a 
man can treat a woman 
however he likes, so long 
as he’s rich.”
    She said that the 
Fifty Shades franchise 
advertises abusive 
relationships as romantic 

and that there 
needs to be 
more done in 
the UK to teach 
girls – and boys – 
what constitutes 
abuse.
“What is often 
forgotten is 
that an abusive 
relationship 
doesn’t have to 
be just physical, 
there are many 
other forms of 
abuse. There is 
also emotional 
abuse, sexual 
abuse and 
financial abuse.
    “Both young 
men and women 
should be taught at school 
what abusive relationships 
are, what the red flags 
are and how to report an 
abusive partner or friend 
should they wish to. If Fifty 
Shades of Grey was a film 
depicting the dangers of 
an abusive relationship, 
rather than being a love 
story, it could serve an 
educational purpose.”
    Esther De La Ford, a 
clinical hypnotherapist 
who specialises in sexual 
wellbeing, talked to 
Quay News about how 
awareness is the only way 
to educate young people. 
    “It’s okay to read these 
books, and enjoy them, but 
readers need to be aware 
that Christian’s controlling 
behaviour is not healthy.”
“We have sex education 
but we don’t have any 
relationship education.”
She also talked about 

how there has been no 
education on how to be 
in a dominant/submissive 
relationship.
    “When the books came 
out what happened was 
Ann Summers’ got a 
bigger kink section but 
there was no discussion 
on how to be in a healthy 
BDSM relationship.
         Esther explained that 
it’s not the BDSM aspects 
that have her – and many 
other people – upset, it’s 
the way Christian conducts 
the relationship.
    In the books some of 
the things that happen Ana 
isn’t emotionally okay with. 
He basically grooms her 
and at no point does he 
respect her boundaries.”
    But not everyone agrees 
with these opinions. When 
asked about the criticism 
at the premiere for the first 
film, author of the franchise  

FIFTY SHADES OF ABUSE?

E.L James told the BBC,
“Why do you think there
are so many women here
if it’s about domestic abuse
and domestic violence?
“Don’t get me started. No
it’s not - OK?”
    The stars of the 
movie Dakota Johnson 
(Anastasia) and Jamie 
Dornan (Christian) have 
asked people to judge the 
film once they’ve seen it.
    With the third and final 
film set to be released 
in February 2018, there 
will surely be another 
discussion on whether 
this franchise advocates 
abuse.
If you need any support 
with topics discussed in 
this feature go to www.
relate.org.uk or http://
theyoutrust.org.uk that 
operates in the Hampshire 
area.

A FASHION STATEMENT

VICE PRESIDENT OF FEMINIST SOCIETY, 
DEVIN VALENTINE

EMILY-MAY 
RALSTON

New York Fashion
Week was the talk 

of entertainment, but 
not for reasons you may 
think. Behind the gasps of 
appreciation at the fierce 
outfits that walked the 
runway, there were hidden 
messages. 
    Donald Trump’s election  
was a disappointment for 
many, there’s no denying 
that. Fashion designers 
were silent for a while after 
the election, but the high 
platform of Fashion Week 
gave them their chance at 
expressing political views. 
Tracey Reese, a fashion 

designer said her team felt 
inspired when taking part 
in the Women’s March. 
“The election has coloured 
everything that we do, we 
wanted to use our voices, 
something that was new 
for a lot of us.” Tracey 
invited poets to read at her 
walk.
    Dao-Yi Chow decided 
to make a more direct 
statement, by wearing a 
red ‘Make America New 
York’ hat.The design 
imitates the ‘Make America 
Great Again’ hat that 
Trump’s supporters wear. 
“This started off with 
a conversation about 
borders, we felt like we 
needed to make some 
commentary about 

nationalism, isolationism 
and xenophobia.”
    New York is made up of 
all different cultures and 
religions: the perfect place 
to get the message across.
    It’s not just Fashion 
Week, many issues 
surround Trump. Women’s 
rights; racism, hate crime; 
it feels like we have taken 
ten steps back.  Powerful 
people use their spotlight 
to put their views across 
such as Meryl Streep at 
the Golden Globes, Emma 
Stone at the Grammys, 
Ashton Kutcher at the 
SAG Awards. What will 
this mean for American 
politics? Only the future 
will tell.

TRANS-COMMUNITY SET BACK
NIAMH 

GOODWIN

Donald Trump 
has revoked a

controversial rule to allow 
transgender students to 
use bathrooms of their 
choice. The news has 
come at a time when the 
transgender community is 
in the spotlight more than 
ever.
    With women such as 
Caitlyn Jenner and Vogue’s 
first ever front cover 
transgender model making 
headlines, it seems that 
things are really looking 
up for the transgender 
community.
    Despite the progress 
though, Devin Valentine, 
a trans-man from 
Southampton said he 
wasn’t surprised by the 
news and feels that:
“Trump and his 
administration are going 
after one minority or 
oppressed group at a time”.
    He is very worried about 
what this means for the 
world and what’s going to 
happen next.
“We are entering an era 
without precedent in history 
where social freedoms and 
liberties we have won in the 

past are being rescinded at 
an alarming rate. It’s not 
hard to imagine that after 
four years of Trump, they 
might also block women 
from having the vote…”.
    Trump’s rejection can 
be seen as a massive 
setback for those who are 
going through or who have 
been through this gender 
journey. 
    Trump’s decision will 
reverse an initiative which 
will threaten schools with 
a withdrawal of funding, 
if they force transgender 
students to use certain 
bathrooms.
   This idea was 
introduced by the Obama 
administration in May 
2016, but now because of 
Trump’s decision, schools 
will now have the power 
to decide whether or not 
students should have 
access to bathrooms that 

aren’t their biological sex.
Naturally this revelation will 
cause massive opposition 
around the world, 
particularly amongst the 
transgender community. 

Devin went onto mention 
how he himself as a 
trans man, has faced 
stigmatisation in public 
places.
“…I can tell you from my 
own experience, it’s torture 
not being able to go to 
the toilet because you are 
trans. You end up choosing 
not to drink anything all day 
just so you can make it till 
you get home”.
    Devin also feels that the 

rule is only being revoked 
because people feel that 
children need protecting 
in schools from trans 
males and females, but 
that ultimately they’re just 
scared of the unknown.
    “They say they’re doing 
this for the children, to 
protect them from scary 
men dressed like women - 
as if men don’t assault boys 
in the boy’s bathroom, and 
as if a women’s bathroom 

sign is some kind of all 
powerful force-field that 
stops men going to assault 
women. They’re using 
‘what about the children’ to 
disguise ‘we hate anything 
we don’t understand’”.
    Although this news isn’t 
good for the community, 
there is some light at the 
end of the tunnel, with 
the introduction of a new 
transgender doll that will 
make its first appearance 
at this week’s New York 
Toy Fair. The doll has been 
modelled on a teenage 
activist who was born a boy, 
but now lives as a female 
called Jazz Jennings.
  As well as this, more 
gender options are now 
available on social media 
sites such as Facebook, as 
well as dating apps. Last 
year Tinder announced 
37 identity options, with a 
‘custom’ option available 
for you to state your gender 
on Facebook since 2014. 
   Not only this, but there’s 
now alternative dating sites 
specifically for transgender 
women and heterosexual 
men looking to meet up. So 
despite the downer Trump 
has put on transgender 
progress, and things are 
still looking up for this 
community. 

LACK OF WOMEN IN POLICE FORCE
DANI 
COX

London’s Metropolitan
Police force have 

announced their new 
commissioner as Ms 
Cressida Dick, the first 
woman selected for the 
position since the force 
was established in 1829.
    The new 
commissioner’s previous 
job roles include the 

national policing lead on 
counter-terrorism and 
working as one of two 
officers to head security 
during the 2012 Olympics.  
    Ms Dick’s appointment 
means that all three top 
policing jobs in the UK are 
now held by women for the 
first time in British history. 
    However, in Hampshire 
the number of female 
officers in high ranking 
roles remains considerably 
lower than that of male 
officers. 

    Despite both the Chief 
Constable and Deputy 
Chief Constable being 
women, statistics from 
police.uk show that only 30 
per cent of police officers 
on the force are female 
and even less work their 
way up to being special 
constables. 
    But with Ms Dick making 
police history in London 
and more and more 
women working their way 
up the ranks, we could see 
these figures rise. 

PICTURE CREDIT: FLICKR
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BEHIND THE SCENES AT A FASHION SHOW 
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“Awareness is the 
only way to educate 

young people.”
“Ultimately they’re 
just scared of the 

unknown.”
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KATY PERRY GETS POLITICAL AT THE BRIT AWARDS 
EMILY 

RALSTON 

It’s the place where 
Madonna suffered a 

wardrobe malfunction and 
Adele flashed the middle 
finger - so what did this 
year’s BRIT awards have 
to offer?

An opening performance 
from Little Mix brought the 
show to an electric start, 
but to be honest, we would 
not expect anything else! 

Katy Perry made a 
political statement during 
her performance of her 
latest single, ‘Chained 
to the Rhythm’ which  
featured two dancing 
skeleton puppets dressed  
as Donald Trump and 
Theresa May.

Dermot O’Leary and 
Emma Willis hosted the 
show with entertainment 
and sass. The first award 
was hosted by the Doctor 
himself, David Tennant, 
when the Best Female Solo 
Artist was announced.

Bruno Mars performed 
after the break with a chilled 
jazz number, dressed in a 
blue and red shirt, matching 
trousers and the classic 

white trainers. Maisie 
Williams and comedian 
Romesh Ranganathan 
presented the award for 
Best British Group which 
went to alternative rock 
band The 1975 who also 
performed their hit single 
‘The Sound’. 

The Best Male Solo Artist 
award went to David Bowie 
– Michel C Hall accepted 
the award on his behalf 
and gave an emotional  
tribute to the musical 
legend. Winner of British 
Female Solo artist, Emelie 
Sande, performed a single 
from her new album which 

moved us all. 
Rita Ora and Nick 

Grimshaw presented the 
award for Breakthrough 
Act won by Rag’n’Bone 
Man who also won Critics’ 
Choice - previously won by 
Adele, Ellie Goulding and 
Tom Odell. Rita Ora may 
have had a few drinks as 
she struggled to get her 
words out! 

An emotional tribute to 
the late George Michael 
took place, as well as 
recognition to all the artists 
we have lost. Chris Martin 
performed one of Michael’s 
biggest songs as tribute. 

Holly Whilloughby 
and Fearne Cotton 
presented the award for  
British Single where Little 
Mix took to the stage to 
accept their first ever BRIT 
award, and thanked their 
ex’s for the inspiration.

The Global Success  
award was presented 
by Naomi Campbell 
and Johnathan Ross, 
which was awarded  
to Adele who gave us 
our favourite quote of 
the evening - “Get a bit 
swervy like her.” Skepta  
was next to take to the 
stage to rap his famous 

single ‘Shut Down’, but 
fans were left disappointed 
when a large chunk of this 
performance was muted 
giving the audio guy a run 
for his money.

Coldplay collaborated 
with the Chainsmokers 
to perform a colourful 
explosion in the O2 Arena. 
Chris Martin leapt into 
the crowd which gave his 
bouncer a heart attack.

Simon Cowell and Nicole 
Scherzinger presented 
Best Video award to One 
Direction for their single 
‘History’. Ed Sheeran 
performed his latest 
two singles ‘Castle on 
the Hill’ and ‘Shape of  
You’ and collaborated 
with Stormzy sending  
the arena into a frenzy! 

Mastercard British 
Album of the Year was  
presented by Noel 
Gallagher. The award 
went to the king  
himself, David Bowie. 
His son accepted the 
award on behalf of 
Bowie, and payed tribute  
to his late father. 

Robbie Williams closed 
the ceremony with a 
medley of songs from his 
new album, ‘The Heavy 
Entertainment Show’.

PUT ON YOUR DANCING SHOES FOR BILLY ELLIOT
ANNA
RUDD

CREDIT: WALMART.COM/SOUNDCHECK, KATY PERRY PERFORMED HER LATEST SINGLE 

CREDIT: NIAMH GOODWIN

For three short hours on 
a Monday evening, I 

was transported to Coun-
ty Durham in the height of 
the miners’ strike to watch 
one of the best – if not 
the best – British musi-
cals. There is a rawness, a 
warm humour and a sheer 
humanity here that are rare 
to come by in the soulless 
slickness of most musicals. 

Yes, there are rough edg-
es and yes, there are oc-
casional scenes that are 
not as powerfully played as 
the film, but there are also 
aspects that are so much 
bigger and bolder that re-
mind you that you are in an 
award-winning production. 

The emotion in this pro-
duction seems real and 
spontaneous, rather than 
cunningly manipulated to 

purposely pull on the heart-
strings. The juxtaposition 
of anger as well as joy, 
bitter resentment as well 
as compassion creates 
an emotional rollercoast-
er that almost leaves you 
exhausted by the interval. 

The grief portrayed is both 
personal and political. The 
storyline makes you em-
pathise with the 12-year-
old boy who is mourning 
his mother’s death as well 
as the raw passion be-
ing expressed against the 
Thatcher government. The 
power of the production is 
enough to move anyone – 
especially me – to tears. 

Of course, the real star 
of the show is Billy Elli-
ot – played on the night 
by 11-year-old Redmand 
Rance. He misses some 
of the raw pain Jamie Bell 
brought to the role in the film, 
but his dancing is impecca-
ble. His sheer talent leaves 
you speechless and you al-

most forget his age and ig-
nore his tiny frame as your 
eyes are fixated on his feet. 

Like everything else 
about the show, his dance 
routines somehow contrive 
to be funny and poign-
ant - not least the routine 
in which Billy and his gay 
friend Michael perform 
a hilarious, exquisitely 
touching number in drag.
But, the whole cast is bless-
ed with a freshness and 
sincerity I did not think was 
possible for a musical pro-
duction that leaves audienc-
es in a mist of tears and joy. 

Organisers of a 
Hampshire music 

festival have been 
forced to cancel this  
year’s event, because it 
cannot compete with a 
newly announced Craig 
David show. 

Pulse on the Farm 
2017, was due to be held 
on September 1st - 3rd 
at Berkeley Farm, near 
Durley, but organisers have 
cancelled this year’s festival  
following the news  
that Craig David will play 
at the Ageas Bowl on 
September 1st. 

Tickets for Pulse on 
the Farm have already 
been sold, but following 

the decision to cancel the 
festival, the website has 
been taken down and 
replaced with a message 
explaining how ticket 
holders can be refunded. 

This week it was 
announced Craig David 
will perform a one-off 
concert later on this year, 
but festival organisers 
say his performance  
would have a huge effect 
on their annual event. 

A message on the 
festivals Facebook page 
said: “We feel that this 
would have a huge 
effect on us particularly 
because of the traffic 
implications.” 

If you have purchased 
tickets for Pulse on the 
Farm, you can receive a 
refund by emailing: tickets@
pulsemusicfestivals.co.uk Now playing at

the Mayflower Theatre

LOCAL FESTIVAL CAN’T 
COMPETE WITH CRAIG DAVID 

BLISS 
MCFARLANE

6

LIFESTYLE 24th FEBRUARY 2017
ISSUE 4

                 AMAL 
                  OMAR

PAWSOME CAFE OPENS  
IN  BOURNEMOUTH

Bournemouth’s first 
ever cat café opened 

its doors to the public last 
Friday. The Pause Cat Cafe 
opening – which coincides 
with World Cat Day – has 
had huge success with 
dozens of people showing 
up throughout the day to 
meet and pet the rescue 
cats.

It took a three-month long 
battle to open the café, 
but owner Jaya Da Costa 
reached her £25,000 goal 
needed to launch the café 
on Christchurch Road. The 
funds will cover the cost 
of caring for the cats who 
have been badly treated or 
were homeless, but who 
now can enjoy the toys and 
napping areas of the new 
café.

The café has faced 
some criticism from animal 
rights charities such as the 
Cat Protection Advocacy 
(CPA). The manager of 
the CPA Jacqui Cuff said 
“we are concerned about 

the welfare implications of 
having a number of cats 
in a limited space with 
groups of people unknown 
to them”.

The CPA manager is 
concerned about the 
welfare implications of 
having people come and 
go throughout the day as 
the continuous change 
could increase the stress 
levels of cats.

The founder of Pause 
Cat Café, appreciated 
the concerns of the 
animal rights charities 
but explained that they 
have “cat care and safety 
policies for the cats, we 
also have vets visiting the 
cafe at least once a month 
if not more.”

Bookings will be £5 per 
hour to pay for ‘cat care’ 
charges, which helps 

cover the costs of full time 
vet specialists and other 
facilities in the cafe that 
ensure the cats have a 
happy home.

Petting cats is said to 
have many health benefits, 
including the reduction of 
stress and anxiety.

Cat cafés started in 
Taiwan in 1998 and have 
become popular worldwide 
with cat lovers. 

CREDIT: AMAL OMAR: CLIFFORD IS ONE OF THE CATS FROM THE CAFE

HAPPINESS AND WELLBEING CAFE OPENED AT SOLENT      

A cafe to promote hap-
piness and positive 

thinking has opened at 
Southampton Solent Uni-
versity. 

Following the success-
ful launch last month, 
the Happy Cafe will now 
hold sessions once every 
month in the Spark build-
ing’s bridge pod.

The free cafe is intended 
to help both students and 
staff to unwind, relax and 
find happiness through 
positive interaction and 
meditation.

The Southampton So-
lent Happy Cafe is part of 

the Happy Cafe Network-
created by members of 
the Action for Happiness 
Movement. 
Speaking at this month’s 
session on Monday, or-
ganiser and head of the 
Southampton Solent 
University Health Promo-
tion and Mindfulness unit, 
Yasmin Zamin, said: ‘‘It’s 
scientifically proven that 
mindfulness can change 
your brain. We are devoted 
to creating better wellbeing 
in simple easy to manage 
ways for students and 
staff”.

The scientific theory 
behind mindfulness is that, 
it can lead to structural 
brain changes including 
increased grey-matter den-
sity in the hippocampus, 
known to be important for 

learning and memory, and 
in structures associated 
with self-awareness, com-
passion and introspection.

Part of the activities lined 
up at the cafe sessions to 
promote happiness and 
wellbeing, includes a free 
cup of tea, mindful colour-
ing, positive psychology 
classes, board games, 
meditation, listening to 
calming podcasts, neck 
and shoulder massage 
and a one to one talk with 
one of the ‘Wellbees’ offi-
cials.

Ashley Harris, who is 
one of the volunteer ‘Well-
bees’ helping in conduct-
ing the sessions said ‘‘It’s 
a student initiative project 
that is geared at improving 
their happiness whilst they 
are studying here. A hap-

pier mind brings positive 
thinking, and that is not 
only to improve their so-
cial interaction, but in their 
studies as well”.

ALL SMILES AT THE 
HAPPY CAFE

Will Faulkner, a film 
student, comes to the 
sessions to relax for a 
few minutes for a stress-
free start of the day: ‘‘My 
course is so demanding 
and there is so much pres-
sure.  If you miss some-
thing, things can all fall 
apart.  To learn to relieve 
some of that pressure and 
refresh my memory I come 
here.’’
Participants are encour-
aged to apply some of the 
wellbeing actions in their 
day to day lives to improve 
their mental and physical 
health and live a happier 
life. 

The Happy Cafe also 
marks the begininning of 
Volunteer Week, in which 
students will take part in 
many other worthy causes.

TOP 10 Unusual 
Cafes...

1) Board In The City, 
Southampton. It’s not a 
conventional cafe when you can 
play board games with your cuppa.
2) Cereal Killer, London. 
This cafe offers more than 120 
variations of cereal. 
3) The Sweatshop, Paris. This 
cafe combines coffee with the 
crafts by having a sewing machine 
at every table. 
4) RoboCafe, Osaka. Like a 
scene from a Sci-Fi film, robot 
waiters bring you your beveage
5) DSTRKT, London. Here you 
can treat yourself to Britain’s most 
expensive coffee. Which just so 
happens to be made of civet cat 
poop.
6) Take Out Drawing, Seoul.
Coffee topped with meringue, it 
doesn’t get much more hipster 
than that
7) Hedgehog Cafe, Tokyo. 
Pretty similar to the cat concept, 
but with hedgehogs. What’s not 
to like?
8) Grand View, Maine. Topless 
waitresses serving the coffee. No 
surprise this one has closed.
9) Chocolate Cafe, Tokyo. 
Nearly sixty chocolate types.

10) The Crazy Toilet, Moscow
The chairs are toilets. Simple.

    ALDRIN
    MAKOTORE
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Eric Cantona is revered 
as one of the Premier 

League’s all-time greats, 
but his comeback in 
Bournemouth this week 
was labelled a ‘farce’ and 
has been the subject of 
complaints.

The show titled ‘An 
Evening With’ left some 
fans disgruntled ahead 
of two more scheduled 
events, one yesterday in 
Manchester and another 
today held at the London 
Palladium.

Cantona did not arrive 
until an hour after the 
advertised 8pm start time 
following an interval which 
preceded a comedy act 
and a lengthy memorabilia 
auction.

The delay to the interview 
was met with boos from 
audience members and 
resulted in some leaving 
early for the half-hour 
interval.

After the break, Cantona 
walked on stage and 
was met with a standing 

CANTONA DISSAPOINTS FANS  

TIM 
CHAPMAN

SOUTHAMPTON SOLENT UNIVERSITY SECURE 
NATIONAL CRICKET CHAMPIONSHIP

Southampton Solent 
University can lay claim 

to being the best indoor six-
a-side cricket team in the 
country, after winning the 
British Universities National 
Indoor Tournament.  

The highly sought 
-after title was obtained 
in outstanding fashion, 
eliminating Loughborough 
and Cardiff before getting 
the better of Northumbria 
in the BUCS final. 

This victory comes on the 
back of Solent women’s 
team reaching their semi-
final a week earlier. This  
means Solent becomes 
the best indoor six-a-side 
cricket university team in 
the country. 

After making their way 
through the qualifying 
rounds unbeaten, Solent 
fell short in their first group 
match by five wickets to 
Twickenham-based St. 
Mary’s. 

However, the 

There is a huge football 
buzz in Southampton 

ahead of Saints’ EFL  
Cup final clash against 
Manchester United on 
Sunday. 

 The town has been 
painted red this whole 
week, with fans wearing 
Saints colours and every 
market stall in the high 
street selling red and white 
regalia.  Something very 
unusual, and can only tell 
how big this game is, and 
the impact it has on the 
people of Southampton.

It is Southampton’s major 
final in 14 years, and the last 
time they won a silverware 
was in the FA cup final in 
1976. Many fans believe 
it’s time to bring the glory 
back.True Warwick, a die-
hard  Saints fan,  said: ‘‘We 
deserve it this time. It has 

been a long time.’’ 
As thousands of fans 

who are lucky to have 
secured the tickets travel 
to Wembley, the rest will 
be watching the game on 
television screens in their 
homes and pubs across 
the city.  Many businesses 
in the hospitality industry 
like pubs and restaurants 
are showing their support 
this weekend by setting 
up football themed 
programmes.

Bluestar, a renowned bus 
company in Southampton,  
has offered to boost 
morale of fans left behind 
by offering free rides on 
Sunday, provided they 
are wearing red and white 
Saints colours.

Football brings people 
together and creates a 
wonderful atmosphere in 
the city.

Vil Singh, who has set up 
a temporary market stall 
dedicated to selling Saints 

clothing, said: ‘‘Business is 
brisk. This is a game like 
no other. I am proud to be 
a Sotonian. Just being in 
the finals brings joy to us 
as supporters and people 
of Southampton, and a 

win will be the icing on the 
cake.’’

Only pubs with Sky TV 
will be able to watch the 
game live. The Alexander 
Beer Emporium and the 
Bedford Arms will have 

Southampton students 
found their stride again as 
they dominated Coventry 
(77-5) with a four-wicket 
victory. 

Loughborough were the 
next opponents for Solent. 
Their bowlers and fielders 
rose to the occasion and 
reduced the MCCU side 
from 61-0 to 75 all out, 
as part of a monumental 
batting collapse. 

Southampton’s openers 
Rob Walters and Richard 
Lock helped set aside 
another strong MCCU 
effort, as Solent secured 
another six-wicket victory.

Even though Solent 
produced three exceptional 

performances, they 
entered their final as the 
underdogs against a red 
hot Northumbria who 
were on a 15 BUCS game 
winning streak.

Bashley skipper Michael 
Porter’s hard to come 
by indoor cricket maiden 
restricted Northumbria  to 
95-4.

Walters and Lock both 
retired before skipper Ollie 
Blandford smashed the 
winning runs with more 
than an over to spare.

This meant that Solent 
won their last three 
Headingley matches 
without losing a wicket. 

VILY SIGH SAINTS FAN AND MARKET STALL HOLDER 

TEAM SOLENT CRICKET TRAINING 

OLLIE
MADGWICK

ERIC CANTONA
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extra screens mounted for 
their football mad clients. 

If Southampton wins 
the cup, which kicks off 
at 4:30pm, the Saints will 
be marching back into the 
Europa league.

ovation.
The eventual interview 

with the man himself lasted 
around 45 minutes and was 
also criticised for ‘banal, 
closed questions’.

Some fans who paid £150 
for ‘meet and greet’ tickets 
were not allowed to have 
items signed by Cantona.

Tickets for the event 
started at £55 with some 
fans paying up to as much as 
£1000 for admission which 
included a champagne 
reception.

A1 Sporting Speakers, 
the organisers of the event, 
who make the claim of 
being ‘the leading agency 
for sport celebrity speakers’ 
say only a ‘small minority’ 
had complained.


